
30 Ways to Pray for People in Authority 
 
     Scripture instructs us to pray for all in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-2), but how do we do that, 
exactly? Here are 30 ways to pray for our leaders—our judges, police chiefs, educators, school 
board members, military officers, elected officials, and others who serve our country in 
leadership. 
 
     By doing this, you are standing in the gap, intervening between God and those in authority. 
You can also join others who are praying for our nation’s leaders by checking out our online 
prayer community at IFAPray.org. 
 
     Stand together with other praying believers, share prayer requests and answers, educate 
yourself on issues and more. 
 
TIP: When you consider the word “authority”, can you see the merit of applying these thoughts 
to yourself as a family member, friend, employee, coach, etc., that is, any of the many labels that 
are used for the diverse roles of any human leader?  Simply substitute “I”, that is you, for “they” in 
first two words of each daily prayer line, “That they ..” and “my” for “their”, etc.  Make these 
thoughts personal to yourself too – and seek to “Be A Star For Jesus!” as you wear your 
reminder wristband with that message from www.ChristiansThatCare.org 
 
Daily Pray for all in authority  (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 
 
(NIV)  Instructions on Worship 
 
2 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people — 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. 
  
2 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; 
 
(KJV)  2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty. 
  
(MSG) Simple Faith and Plain Truth 
 
2 1-3 The first thing I want you to do is pray. Pray every way you know how, for everyone you 
know. Pray especially for rulers and their governments to rule well so we can be quietly about our 
business of living simply, in humble contemplation. This is the way our Savior God wants us to 
live. 
 
Day 1. That they be God-fearing and recognize that they are accountable to Him for each 
decision and act.  (Proverbs 9:10) 
 
(NIV)  10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
    and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 
 
(KJV) 10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is 
understanding. 
  
(MSG) 7-12  
If you reason with an arrogant cynic, you’ll get slapped in the face; 
    confront bad behavior and get a kick in the shins. 
So don’t waste your time on a scoffer; 
    all you’ll get for your pains is abuse. 
But if you correct those who care about life, 
    that’s different—they’ll love you for it! 
Save your breath for the wise—they’ll be wiser for it; 
    tell good people what you know—they’ll profit from it. 
Skilled living gets its start in the Fear-of-God, 



    insight into life from knowing a Holy God. 
It’s through me, Lady Wisdom, that your life deepens, 
    and the years of your life ripen. 
Live wisely and wisdom will permeate your life; 
    mock life and life will mock you. 
 
Day 2. That they be granted wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. (James 1:5) 
 
(NIV)  5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
 
(KJV)  5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 
 
(MSH) 5-8 If you don’t know what you’re doing, pray to the Father. He loves to help. You’ll get his 
help, and won’t be condescended to when you ask for it. Ask boldly, believingly, without a second 
thought. People who “worry their prayers” are like wind-whipped waves. Don’t think you’re going 
to get anything from the Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping all your options open. 
 
Day 3. That they be presented with the gospel and a loving Christian witness.  
(Romans 10:14) 
 
(NIV)  14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? 
 
(KJV)  14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
 
(MSG)  14-17 But how can people call for help if they don’t know who to trust? And how can they 
know who to trust if they haven’t heard of the One who can be trusted? And how can they hear if 
nobody tells them? And how is anyone going to tell them, unless someone is sent to do it? That’s 
why Scripture exclaims, 
 
A sight to take your breath away! 
Grand processions of people 
    telling all the good things of God! 
 
But not everybody is ready for this, ready to see and hear and act. Isaiah asked what we all ask 
at one time or another: “Does anyone care, God? Is anyone listening and believing a word of it?” 
The point is: Before you trust, you have to listen. But unless Christ’s Word is preached, there’s 
nothing to listen to. 
 
Day 4. That, if unsaved, they be drawn to a saving encounter with Christ; if born-again, that they 
be strengthened and encouraged in their faith.  (1 Timothy 2:4)  
 
(NIV)  4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
 
(KJV) 4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
 
(MSG) 4-7 He wants not only us but everyone saved, you know, everyone to get to know the truth 
we’ve learned: that there’s one God and only one, and one Priest-Mediator between God and 
us—Jesus, who offered himself in exchange for everyone held captive by sin, to set them all free. 
Eventually the news is going to get out. This and this only has been my appointed work: getting 
this news to those who have never heard of God, and explaining how it works by simple faith and 
plain truth. 
 
AND (Ephesians 1:17-23) 
 
(NIV)  17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 
the Spirit[a] of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of 



your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, 
the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for 
us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised 
Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule 
and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age 
but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything 
in every way. 
  
(KJV) 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 
 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, 
 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, 
 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
 
22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, 
 
23 Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all. 
 
(MSG) 15-19 That’s why, when I heard of the solid trust you have in the Master Jesus and your 
outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn’t stop thanking God for you—every time I 
prayed, I’d think of you and give thanks. But I do more than thank. I ask—ask the God of our 
Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and discerning in knowing him 
personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to 
do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, the utter 
extravagance of his work in us who trust him—endless energy, boundless strength! 
 
20-23 All this energy issues from Christ: God raised him from death and set him on a throne in 
deep heaven, in charge of running the universe, everything from galaxies to governments, no 
name and no power exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being, but forever. He is in 
charge of it all, has the final word on everything. At the center of all this, Christ rules the church. 
The church, you see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to the church. The 
church is Christ’s body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with his 
presence. 
 
Day 5. That they recognize their own inadequacy and pray and seek the will of God. (Proverbs 
3:5-8) 
 
(NIV)  5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
    and lean not on your own understanding; 
6  in all your ways submit to him, 
    and he will make your paths straight.[a] 
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
    fear the Lord and shun evil. 
8 This will bring health to your body 
    and nourishment to your bones. 
    [a] Proverbs 3:6 “Or will direct your paths” 
 
(KJV)  5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
 
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 



 
7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 
 
8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 
 
(MSG) 5-12  
Trust God from the bottom of your heart; 
    don’t try to figure out everything on your own. 
Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; 
    he’s the one who will keep you on track. 
Don’t assume that you know it all. 
    Run to God! Run from evil! 
Your body will glow with health, 
    your very bones will vibrate with life! 
Honor God with everything you own; 
    give him the first and the best. 
Your barns will burst, 
    your wine vats will brim over. 
But don’t, dear friend, resent God’s discipline; 
    don’t sulk under his loving correction. 
It’s the child he loves that God corrects; 
    a father’s delight is behind all this. 
 
AND (Luke 11:9-13) 
 
(NIV)  9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 
the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
 
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for [a] a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he 
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!” 
    [a] Luke 11:11 Some manuscripts “for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for” 
 
(KJV)  9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you. 
 
10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened. 
 
11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a 
fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 
 
12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
 
13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 
 
(MSG) 9 “Here’s what I’m saying: 
 
Ask and you’ll get; 
Seek and you’ll find; 
Knock and the door will open. 
 
10-13 “Don’t bargain with God. Be direct. Ask for what you need. This is not a cat-and-mouse, 
hide-and-seek game we’re in. If your little boy asks for a serving of fish, do you scare him with a 
live snake on his plate? If your little girl asks for an egg, do you trick her with a spider? As bad as 
you are, you wouldn’t think of such a thing—you’re at least decent to your own children. And don’t 
you think the Father who conceived you in love will give the Holy Spirit when you ask him?” 
 



 
 
Day 6. That they be convicted of sin, transgression, and iniquity.  (Psalm 51:17) 
 
(NIV)  17 My sacrifice, O God, is [a] a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. 
       [a] Psalm 51:17 Or “The sacrifices of God are” 
 
(KJV) 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise. 
 
(NIV) 16-17  
Going through the motions doesn’t please you, 
    a flawless performance is nothing to you. 
I learned God-worship 
    when my pride was shattered. 
Heart-shattered lives ready for love 
    don’t for a moment escape God’s notice. 
 
AND (John 8:9) 
 
(NIV) 9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only 
Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 
 
(KJV) 9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, 
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in 
the midst. 
 
(MSG) 9-10 Hearing that, they walked away, one after another, beginning with the oldest. The 
woman was left alone. Jesus stood up and spoke to her. “Woman, where are they? Does no one 
condemn you?” 
 
Day 7.  That they heed their conscience, confess their sins and repent. (Proverbs 28:13) 
 
(NIV) 13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, 
    but the one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 
 
(KJV) 13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy. 
 
(MSG) 13 You can’t whitewash your sins and get by with it; 
    you find mercy by admitting and leaving them. 
 
AND (James 4:8) 
(NIV) 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
 
(KJV) 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
purify your hearts, ye double minded. 
 
(MSG) 7-10 So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him scamper. 
Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there in no time. Quit dabbling in sin. Purify your inner life. 
Quit playing the field. Hit bottom, and cry your eyes out. The fun and games are over. Get 
serious, really serious. Get down on your knees before the Master; it’s the only way you’ll get on 
your feet. 
 
Day 8. That they read the Bible and attend prayer meetings and Bible studies.  
(Psalms 119:11) 
 
(NIV) 11 I have hidden your word in my heart 
    that I might not sin against you. 



 
(KJV) 11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
 
(MSG) 9-16  
How can a young person live a clean life? 
    By carefully reading the map of your Word. 
I’m single-minded in pursuit of you; 
    don’t let me miss the road signs you’ve posted. 
I’ve banked your promises in the vault of my heart 
    so I won’t sin myself bankrupt. 
Be blessed, God; 
    train me in your ways of wise living. 
I’ll transfer to my lips 
    all the counsel that comes from your mouth; 
I delight far more in what you tell me about living 
    than in gathering a pile of riches. 
I ponder every morsel of wisdom from you, 
    I attentively watch how you’ve done it. 
I relish everything you’ve told me of life, 
    I won’t forget a word of it. 
 
AND (Colossians 3:2) 
 
(NIV) 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
 
(KJV) 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
 
(MSG) He Is Your Life 
 
3 1-2 So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the 
things over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the 
things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ—that’s where 
the action is. See things from his perspective. 
 
Day 9. That they value and regard the Ten Commandments and the teachings of Christ. (Psalm 
19:7-11) 
 
(NIV) 7 The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
    making wise the simple. 
8  
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
    giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the Lord are radiant, 
    giving light to the eyes. 
9  
The fear of the Lord is pure, 
    enduring forever. 
The decrees of the Lord are firm, 
    and all of them are righteous. 
 
10  
They are more precious than gold, 
    than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey, 
    than honey from the honeycomb. 
11  
By them your servant is warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward. 
 



(KJV) 7 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple. 
 
8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. 
 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. 
 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and 
the honeycomb. 
 
11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward. 
 
(MSG) 7-9  
The revelation of God is whole 
    and pulls our lives together. 
The signposts of God are clear 
    and point out the right road. 
The life-maps of God are right, 
    showing the way to joy. 
The directions of God are plain 
    and easy on the eyes. 
God’s reputation is twenty-four-carat gold, 
    with a lifetime guarantee. 
The decisions of God are accurate 
    down to the nth degree. 
 
10  
God’s Word is better than a diamond, 
    better than a diamond set between emeralds. 
You’ll like it better than strawberries in spring, 
    better than red, ripe strawberries. 
 
11-14  
There’s more: God’s Word warns us of danger 
    and directs us to hidden treasure. 
Otherwise how will we find our way? 
    Or know when we play the fool? 
Clean the slate, God, so we can start the day fresh! 
    Keep me from stupid sins, 
    from thinking I can take over your work; 
Then I can start this day sun-washed, 
    scrubbed clean of the grime of sin. 
These are the words in my mouth; 
    these are what I chew on and pray. 
Accept them when I place them 
    on the morning altar, 
O God, my Altar-Rock, 
    God, Priest-of-My-Altar. 
 
AND (John 8:31-32) 
 
(NIV) Dispute Over Whose Children Jesus’ Opponents Are 
 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 
(KJV) 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples indeed; 
 



32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
 
(MSG) If the Son Sets You Free 
 
31-32 Then Jesus turned to the Jews who had claimed to believe in him. “If you stick with this, 
living out what I tell you, you are my disciples for sure. Then you will experience for yourselves 
the truth, and the truth will free you.” 
 
Day 10. That they respect and honor their own parents if living. (Ephesians 6:2-3) 
 
(NIV) 2 “Honor your father and mother”— which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “so 
that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”[a] 
      [a]  Ephesians 6:3 Deut. 5:16 
 
(KJV) 2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; 
 
3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 
 
(MSG) 6 1-3 Children, do what your parents tell you. This is only right. “Honor your father and 
mother” is the first commandment that has a promise attached to it, namely, “so you will live well 
and have a long life.” 
 
Day 11. That they respect authority and practice accountability.  (Romans 13:1-7) 
 
(NIV) Submission to Governing Authorities 
 
13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, 
whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who 
do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is 
right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if 
you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, 
agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to 
the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 
 
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to 
governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
 
(KJV)  13 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God. 
 
2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist 
shall receive to themselves damnation. 
 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 
 
4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he 
beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil. 
 
5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 
 
6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon 
this very thing. 
 
7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear 
to whom fear; honour to whom honour. 
 



 
 
  
(MSG) To Be a Responsible Citizen 
 
13 1-3 Be a good citizen. All governments are under God. Insofar as there is peace and order, it’s 
God’s order. So live responsibly as a citizen. If you’re irresponsible to the state, then you’re 
irresponsible with God, and God will hold you responsible. Duly constituted authorities are only a 
threat if you’re trying to get by with something. Decent citizens should have nothing to fear. 
 
3-5 Do you want to be on good terms with the government? Be a responsible citizen and you’ll 
get on just fine, the government working to your advantage. But if you’re breaking the rules right 
and left, watch out. The police aren’t there just to be admired in their uniforms. God also has an 
interest in keeping order, and he uses them to do it. That’s why you must live responsibly—not 
just to avoid punishment but also because it’s the right way to live. 
 
6-7 That’s also why you pay taxes—so that an orderly way of life can be maintained. Fulfill your 
obligations as a citizen. Pay your taxes, pay your bills, respect your leaders. 
 
Day 12. That they be given godly counsel and God-fearing advisors. (Proverbs 24:6) 
 
(NIV)  Surely you need guidance to wage war, 
    and victory is won through many advisers. 
 
(KJV) 6 For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors there is 
safety. 
 
(MSG) 5-6 It’s better to be wise than strong; 
    intelligence outranks muscle any day. 
Strategic planning is the key to warfare; 
    to win, you need a lot of good counsel. 
 
Day 13. That they be honest and faithful to spouses and children.   (Malachi 2:15-16) 
 
(NIV) 15 Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does 
the one God seek? Godly offspring.[a] So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful to the wife of 
your youth. 
 
16 “The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “does violence to 
the one he should protect,”[b] says the Lord Almighty. 
 
[a] So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful. 
Footnotes: Malachi 2:15 The meaning of the Hebrew for the first part of this verse is uncertain. 
[b]     Malachi 2:16 Or “I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “because the man who 
divorces his wife covers his garment with violence,” 
 
(KJV)  15 And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? 
That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal 
treacherously against the wife of his youth. 
 
16 For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence 
with his garment, saith the Lord of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not 
treacherously. 
 
(MSG) 13-15 And here’s a second offense: You fill the place of worship with your whining and 
sniveling because you don’t get what you want from God. Do you know why? Simple. Because 
God was there as a witness when you spoke your marriage vows to your young bride, and now 
you’ve broken those vows, broken the faith-bond with your vowed companion, your covenant 
wife. God, not you, made marriage. His Spirit inhabits even the smallest details of marriage. And 
what does he want from marriage? Children of God, that’s what. So guard the spirit of marriage 
within you. Don’t cheat on your spouse. 



 
16 “I hate divorce,” says the God of Israel. God-of-the-Angel-Armies says, “I hate the violent 
dismembering of the ‘one flesh’ of marriage.” So watch yourselves. Don’t let your guard down. 
Don’t cheat. 
 
Day 14. That they be practicing members of local congregations.  (Hebrews 10:25) 
 
(NIV)  25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
(KJV)  25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 
(MSG)  22-25 So let’s do it—full of belief, confident that we’re presentable inside and out. Let’s 
keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. He always keeps his word. Let’s see how 
inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as 
some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day approaching. 
 
Day 15. That they desire purity and avoid debauchery, pornography, perversion and 
drunkenness.  (1 Corinthians 6:9-20,  
 
(NIV)  9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with 
men[a] 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
Sexual Immorality 
 
12 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to 
do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 You say, “Food for the stomach and the 
stomach for food, and God will destroy them both.” The body, however, is not meant for sexual 
immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power God raised the Lord from 
the dead, and he will raise us also. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ 
himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do 
you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, 
“The two will become one flesh.”[b] 17 But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in 
spirit.[c] 
 
18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but 
whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. 19 Do you not know that your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your 
own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 
Footnotes: 
 
[a]  1 Corinthians 6:9 The words men who have sex with men translate two Greek words that 
refer to the passive and active participants in homosexual acts. 
[b]  1 Corinthians 6:16 Gen. 2:24 
[c]  1 Corinthians 6:17 Or in the Spirit 
 
(KJV)  9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with 
mankind, 
 
10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
 
11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
 
12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I 
will not be brought under the power of any. 



 
13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the 
body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. 
 
14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. 
 
15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of 
Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. 
 
16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be 
one flesh. 
 
17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 
 
18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth 
fornication sinneth against his own body. 
 
19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own? 
 
20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's. 
 
(MSG)  9-11 Don’t you realize that this is not the way to live? Unjust people who don’t care about 
God will not be joining in his kingdom. Those who use and abuse each other, use and abuse sex, 
use and abuse the earth and everything in it, don’t qualify as citizens in God’s kingdom. A number 
of you know from experience what I’m talking about, for not so long ago you were on that list. 
Since then, you’ve been cleaned up and given a fresh start by Jesus, our Master, our Messiah, 
and by our God present in us, the Spirit. 
 
12 Just because something is technically legal doesn’t mean that it’s spiritually appropriate. If I 
went around doing whatever I thought I could get by with, I’d be a slave to my whims. 
 
13 You know the old saying, “First you eat to live, and then you live to eat”? Well, it may be true 
that the body is only a temporary thing, but that’s no excuse for stuffing your body with food, or 
indulging it with sex. Since the Master honors you with a body, honor him with your body! 
 
14-15 God honored the Master’s body by raising it from the grave. He’ll treat yours with the same 
resurrection power. Until that time, remember that your bodies are created with the same dignity 
as the Master’s body. You wouldn’t take the Master’s body off to a whorehouse, would you? I 
should hope not. 
 
16-20 There’s more to sex than mere skin on skin. Sex is as much spiritual mystery as physical 
fact. As written in Scripture, “The two become one.” Since we want to become spiritually one with 
the Master, we must not pursue the kind of sex that avoids commitment and intimacy, leaving us 
more lonely than ever—the kind of sex that can never “become one.” There is a sense in which 
sexual sins are different from all others. In sexual sin we violate the sacredness of our own 
bodies, these bodies that were made for God-given and God-modeled love, for “becoming one” 
with another. Or didn’t you realize that your body is a sacred place, the place of the Holy Spirit? 
Don’t you see that you can’t live however you please, squandering what God paid such a high 
price for? The physical part of you is not some piece of property belonging to the spiritual part of 
you. God owns the whole works. So let people see God in and through your body. 
 
AND (Titus 2:12) 
 
(NIV)  12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 
 
(KJV)  12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
 



(MSG)  11-14 God’s readiness to give and forgive is now public. Salvation’s available for 
everyone! We’re being shown how to turn our backs on a godless, indulgent life, and how to take 
on a God-filled, God-honoring life. This new life is starting right now, and is whetting our appetites 
for the glorious day when our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, appears. He offered himself as 
a sacrifice to free us from a dark, rebellious life into this good, pure life, making us a people he 
can be proud of, energetic in goodness. 
 
Day 16. That they be timely, reliable and dependable.  (Matthew 21:28-31) 
 
(NIV)  The Parable of the Two Sons 
 
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.’ 
 
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
 
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but 
he did not go. 
 
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 
 
“The first,” they answered. 
 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. 
 
(KJV)  28 But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, 
go work to day in my vineyard. 
 
29 He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. 
 
30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went 
not. 
 
31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
you. 
 
(MSG)  The Story of Two Sons 
 
28 “Tell me what you think of this story: A man had two sons. He went up to the first and said, 
‘Son, go out for the day and work in the vineyard.’ 
 
29 “The son answered, ‘I don’t want to.’ Later on he thought better of it and went. 
 
30 “The father gave the same command to the second son. He answered, ‘Sure, glad to.’ But he 
never went. 
 
31-32 “Which of the two sons did what the father asked?” 
 
They said, “The first.” 
 
Jesus said, “Yes, and I tell you that crooks and whores are going to precede you into God’s 
kingdom. John came to you showing you the right road. You turned up your noses at him, but the 
crooks and whores believed him. Even when you saw their changed lives, you didn’t care enough 
to change and believe him. 
 
Day 17. That they be honest in financial, tax and ethical matters.  (1 Corinthians 6:10,  
 
(NIV)  10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 



 
(KJV)  10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
 
(MSG)  9-11 Don’t you realize that this is not the way to live? Unjust people who don’t care about 
God will not be joining in his kingdom. Those who use and abuse each other, use and abuse sex, 
use and abuse the earth and everything in it, don’t qualify as citizens in God’s kingdom. A number 
of you know from experience what I’m talking about, for not so long ago you were on that list. 
Since then, you’ve been cleaned up and given a fresh start by Jesus, our Master, our Messiah, 
and by our God present in us, the Spirit. 
 
AND (1 Timothy 6:6-10) 
 
(NIV)  6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, 
and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 
9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs. 
 
(KJV)  6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
 
7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
 
8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
 
9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
 
10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
 
(MSG)  6-8 A devout life does bring wealth, but it’s the rich simplicity of being yourself before 
God. Since we entered the world penniless and will leave it penniless, if we have bread on the 
table and shoes on our feet, that’s enough. 
 
9-10 But if it’s only money these leaders are after, they’ll self-destruct in no time. Lust for money 
brings trouble and nothing but trouble. Going down that path, some lose their footing in the faith 
completely and live to regret it bitterly ever after. 
 
Day 18. That they seek pastoral care and counsel when needed.  (Hebrews 13:7) 
 
(NIV)  7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of 
their way of life and imitate their faith. 
 
(KJV)  7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of 
God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. 
 
(MSG)  7-8 Appreciate your pastoral leaders who gave you the Word of God. Take a good look at 
the way they live, and let their faithfulness instruct you, as well as their truthfulness. There should 
be a consistency that runs through us all. For Jesus doesn’t change—yesterday, today, 
tomorrow, he’s always totally himself. 
 
Day 19.  That they seek out and nurture godly friendships.  (Psalms 1:1-3) 
 
(NIV) 1 Blessed is the one 
    who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take 
    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2  
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 



    and who meditates on his law day and night. 
3  
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
    which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither— 
    whatever they do prospers. 
 
(KJV) 1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
 
2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 
 
3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
 
 
(MSG) 1 How well God must like you— 
    you don’t hang out at Sin Saloon, 
    you don’t slink along Dead-End Road, 
    you don’t go to Smart-Mouth College. 
 
2-3  
Instead you thrill to God’s Word, 
    you chew on Scripture day and night. 
You’re a tree replanted in Eden, 
    bearing fresh fruit every month, 
Never dropping a leaf, 
    always in blossom. 
 
Day 20.  That they have thankful and teachable spirits. (Romans 1:21) 
 
(NIV)  21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
 
(KJV)  21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
 
(MSG)  Ignoring God Leads to a Downward Spiral 
 
18-23 But God’s angry displeasure erupts as acts of human mistrust and wrongdoing and lying 
accumulate, as people try to put a shroud over truth. But the basic reality of God is plain enough. 
Open your eyes and there it is! By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God has created, 
people have always been able to see what their eyes as such can’t see: eternal power, for 
instance, and the mystery of his divine being. So nobody has a good excuse. What happened 
was this: People knew God perfectly well, but when they didn’t treat him like God, refusing to 
worship him, they trivialized themselves into silliness and confusion so that there was neither 
sense nor direction left in their lives. They pretended to know it all, but were illiterate regarding 
life. They traded the glory of God who holds the whole world in his hands for cheap figurines you 
can buy at any roadside stand. 
 
Day 21.  That they be generous and have compassionate hearts for the poor and needy. (Psalm 
112:9) 
 
(NIV)  9 They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, 
    their righteousness endures forever; 
    their horn[a] will be lifted high in honor. 
        [a]  Psalm 112:9 Horn here symbolizes dignity. 
 
(KJV)  9 He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness endureth for ever; his 
horn shall be exalted with honour. 
 



(MSG)  112:1-10 Hallelujah! 
Blessed man, blessed woman, who fear God, 
Who cherish and relish his commandments, 
Their children robust on the earth, 
And the homes of the upright—how blessed! 
Their houses brim with wealth 
And a generosity that never runs dry. 
Sunrise breaks through the darkness for good people— 
God’s grace and mercy and justice! 
The good person is generous and lends lavishly; 
No shuffling or stumbling around for this one, 
But a sterling and solid and lasting reputation. 
Unfazed by rumor and gossip, 
Heart ready, trusting in God, 
Spirit firm, unperturbed, 
Ever blessed, relaxed among enemies, 
They lavish gifts on the poor— 
A generosity that goes on, and on, and on. 
An honored life! A beautiful life! 
Someone wicked takes one look and rages, 
Blusters away but ends up speechless. 
There’s nothing to the dreams of the wicked. Nothing. 
 
AND (Luke 10:33-37) 
 
(NIV)  33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 
took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 
put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he 
took out two denarii[a] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?” 
 
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
        [a] Luke 10:35 A denarius was the usual daily wage of a day laborer (see Matt. 20:2). 
 
(KJV)  33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, 
he had compassion on him, 
 
34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own 
beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
 
35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and 
said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will 
repay thee. 
 
36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 
 
37 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou 
likewise. 
 
(MSG)  33-35 “A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s condition, 
his heart went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he 
lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took 
out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of him. If it costs 
any more, put it on my bill—I’ll pay you on my way back.’ 
 
36 “What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?” 



 
37 “The one who treated him kindly,” the religion scholar responded. 
 
Jesus said, “Go and do the same.” 
 
Day 22.  That they redeem their time and know priorities.  (Ephesians 5:15-17) 
 
(NIV)  15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of 
every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what 
the Lord’s will is. 
 
(KJV)  15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
 
16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
 
17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 
 
(MSG)  11-16 Don’t waste your time on useless work, mere busywork, the barren pursuits of 
darkness. Expose these things for the sham they are. It’s a scandal when people waste their lives 
on things they must do in the darkness where no one will see. Rip the cover off those frauds and 
see how attractive they look in the light of Christ. 
 
Wake up from your sleep, 
Climb out of your coffins; 
Christ will show you the light! 
 
So watch your step. Use your head. Make the most of every chance you get. These are 
desperate times! 
 
17 Don’t live carelessly, unthinkingly. Make sure you understand what the Master wants. 
 
Day 23.  That they desire honesty, integrity, and loyalty.  (Psalm 26)  
 
(NIV) Psalm 26 Of David. 
 
1  
Vindicate me, Lord, 
    for I have led a blameless life; 
I have trusted in the Lord 
    and have not faltered. 
2  
Test me, Lord, and try me, 
    examine my heart and my mind; 
3  
for I have always been mindful of your unfailing love 
    and have lived in reliance on your faithfulness. 
 
4  
I do not sit with the deceitful, 
    nor do I associate with hypocrites. 
5  
I abhor the assembly of evildoers 
    and refuse to sit with the wicked. 
6  
I wash my hands in innocence, 
    and go about your altar, Lord, 
7  
proclaiming aloud your praise 
    and telling of all your wonderful deeds. 
 
8  



Lord, I love the house where you live, 
    the place where your glory dwells. 
9  
Do not take away my soul along with sinners, 
    my life with those who are bloodthirsty, 
10  
in whose hands are wicked schemes, 
    whose right hands are full of bribes. 
11  
I lead a blameless life; 
    deliver me and be merciful to me. 
 
12  
My feet stand on level ground; 
    in the great congregation I will praise the Lord. 
 
(KJV)  26 Judge me, O Lord; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the Lord; 
therefore I shall not slide. 
 
2 Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my heart. 
 
3 For thy loving kindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth. 
 
4 I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. 
 
5 I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked. 
 
6 I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O Lord: 
 
7 That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works. 
 
8 Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth. 
 
9 Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men: 
 
10 In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes. 
 
11 But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and be merciful unto me. 
 
12 My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the Lord. 
 
(MSG)  Psalm 26 A David Psalm 
 
26 Clear my name, God; 
    I’ve kept an honest shop. 
I’ve thrown in my lot with you, God, and 
    I’m not budging. 
 
2  
    Examine me, God, from head to foot, 
    order your battery of tests. 
Make sure I’m fit 
    inside and out 
 
3  
    So I never lose 
    sight of your love, 
But keep in step with you, 
    never missing a beat. 
 
4-5  



    I don’t hang out with tricksters, 
    I don’t pal around with thugs; 
I hate that pack of gangsters, 
    I don’t deal with double-dealers. 
 
6-7  
    I scrub my hands with purest soap, 
    then join hands with the others in the great circle, 
    dancing around your altar, God, 
Singing God-songs at the top of my lungs, 
    telling God-stories. 
 
8-10  
    God, I love living with you; 
    your house glows with your glory. 
When it’s time for spring cleaning, 
    don’t sweep me out with the quacks and crooks, 
Men with bags of dirty tricks, 
    women with purses stuffed with bribe-money. 
 
11-12  
    You know I’ve been aboveboard with you; 
    now be aboveboard with me. 
I’m on the level with you, God; 
    I bless you every chance I get. 
 
AND (Proverbs 11:3) 
 
(NIV)  3 The integrity of the upright guides them, 
    but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity. 
 
(KJV)  3 The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall 
destroy them. 
 
(MSG)  3 The integrity of the honest keeps them on track; 
    the deviousness of crooks brings them to ruin. 
 
Day 24.  That they have courage to resist manipulation, pressure and the fear of man.  (Proverbs 
29:25) 
 
(NIV)  25 Fear of man will prove to be a snare, 
    but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe. 
 
(KJV)  25 The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe. 
 
(MSG)  25 The fear of human opinion disables; 
    trusting in God protects you from that. 
 
AND (2 Timothy 1:7) 
 
(NIV)  7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-
discipline. 
 
(KJV)  7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind. 
 
(MSG)  5-7 That precious memory triggers another: your honest faith—and what a rich faith it is, 
handed down from your grandmother Lois to your mother Eunice, and now to you! And the 
special gift of ministry you received when I laid hands on you and prayed—keep that ablaze! God 
doesn’t want us to be shy with his gifts, but bold and loving and sensible. 
 



 
 
 
Day 25.  That they be shielded from occultism, New Age cults, false religions, and secret 
societies.  (Isaiah 1:29) 
 
(NIV)  29 “You will be ashamed because of the sacred oaks 
    in which you have delighted; 
you will be disgraced because of the gardens 
    that you have chosen. 
 
(KJV)  29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be 
confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen. 
 
(MSG)  24-31  This Decree, therefore, of the Master, God-of-the-Angel-Armies, 
    the Strong One of Israel: 
“This is it! I’ll get my oppressors off my back. 
    I’ll get back at my enemies. 
I’ll give you the back of my hand, 
    purge the junk from your life, clean you up. 
I’ll set honest judges and wise counselors among you 
    just like it was back in the beginning. 
Then you’ll be renamed 
    City-That-Treats-People-Right, the True-Blue City.” 
God’s right ways will put Zion right again. 
    God’s right actions will restore her penitents. 
But it’s curtains for rebels and God-traitors, 
    a dead end for those who walk out on God. 
“Your dalliances in those oak grove shrines 
    will leave you looking mighty foolish, 
All that fooling around in god and goddess gardens 
    that you thought was the latest thing. 
You’ll end up like an oak tree 
    with all its leaves falling off, 
Like an unwatered garden, 
    withered and brown. 
‘The Big Man’ will turn out to be dead bark and twigs, 
    and his ‘work,’ the spark that starts the fire 
That exposes man and work both 
    as nothing but cinders and smoke.” 
 
AND (Isaiah 2:6) 
 
(NIV)  The Day of the Lord 
 
6  You, Lord, have abandoned your people, 
    the descendants of Jacob. 
They are full of superstitions from the East; 
    they practice divination like the Philistines 
    and embrace pagan customs. 
 
(KJV)  6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be 
replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in 
the children of strangers. 
 
(MSG)  6-9  
God, you’ve walked out on your family Jacob 
    because their world is full of hokey religion, 
Philistine witchcraft, and pagan hocus-pocus, 
    a world rolling in wealth, 
Stuffed with things, 



    no end to its machines and gadgets, 
And gods—gods of all sorts and sizes. 
    These people make their own gods and worship what they make. 
A degenerate race, facedown in the gutter. 
    Don’t bother with them! They’re not worth forgiving! 
 
Day 26. That they be presented with biblical worldviews and principles.   (Ephesians 3:10) 
 
(NIV)  10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 
 
(KJV)  10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 
 
(MSG)  8-10 And so here I am, preaching and writing about things that are way over my head, the 
inexhaustible riches and generosity of Christ. My task is to bring out in the open and make plain 
what God, who created all this in the first place, has been doing in secret and behind the scenes 
all along. Through followers of Jesus like yourselves gathered in churches, this extraordinary plan 
of God is becoming known and talked about even among the angels! 
 
Day 27.  That they endeavor to restore the sanctity of life, families, divine order and morality in 
our nation.  (Ephesians 5:22-6:4) 
 
(NIV)  22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the 
Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything. 
 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to 
make her holy, cleansing[a] her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present 
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and 
care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For 
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh.”[b] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the 
church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife 
must respect her husband. 
 
6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”—
which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you 
may enjoy long life on the earth.”[c] 
 
4 Fathers,[d] do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord. 
 
[a]  Ephesians 5:26 Or having cleansed 
[b]  Ephesians 5:31 Gen. 2:24 
[c]  Ephesians 6:3 Deut. 5:16 
[d]  Ephesians 6:4 Or Parents 
 
(KJV)  22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
 
23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the 
saviour of the body. 
 
24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing. 
 
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
 



26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
 
28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
 
29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord 
the church: 
 
30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 
 
31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and 
they two shall be one flesh. 
 
32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
 
33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife 
see that she reverence her husband. 
 
6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 
 
2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; 
 
3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 
 
4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 
 
(MSG)  22-24 Wives, understand and support your husbands in ways that show your support for 
Christ. The husband provides leadership to his wife the way Christ does to his church, not by 
domineering but by cherishing. So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such 
leadership, wives should likewise submit to their husbands. 
 
25-28 Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a 
love marked by giving, not getting. Christ’s love makes the church whole. His words evoke her 
beauty. Everything he does and says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in 
dazzling white silk, radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their wives. 
They’re really doing themselves a favor—since they’re already “one” in marriage. 
 
29-33 No one abuses his own body, does he? No, he feeds and pampers it. That’s how Christ 
treats us, the church, since we are part of his body. And this is why a man leaves father and 
mother and cherishes his wife. No longer two, they become “one flesh.” This is a huge mystery, 
and I don’t pretend to understand it all. What is clearest to me is the way Christ treats the church. 
And this provides a good picture of how each husband is to treat his wife, loving himself in loving 
her, and how each wife is to honor her husband. 
 
6 1-3 Children, do what your parents tell you. This is only right. “Honor your father and mother” is 
the first commandment that has a promise attached to it, namely, “so you will live well and have a 
long life.” 
 
4 Fathers, don’t exasperate your children by coming down hard on them. Take them by the hand 
and lead them in the way of the Master. 
 
Day 28.  That they would work to reverse the trends of humanism in our nation. (1 Chronicles 
12:32,  
 
(NIV)  32 from Issachar, men who understood the times and knew what Israel should do—200 
chiefs, with all their relatives under their command; 
 



(KJV)  32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at 
their commandment. 
 
(MSG)  23-37 Here are the statistics on the battle-seasoned warriors who came down from the 
north to David at Hebron to hand over Saul’s kingdom, in accord with God’s word: from Judah, 
carrying shield and spear, 6,800 battle-ready; from Simeon, 7,100 stalwart fighters; from Levi, 
4,600, which included Jehoiada leader of the family of Aaron, bringing 3,700 men and the young 
and stalwart Zadok with twenty-two leaders from his family; from Benjamin, Saul’s family, 3,000, 
most of whom had stuck it out with Saul until now; from Ephraim, 20,800, fierce fighters and 
famous in their hometowns; from the half-tribe of Manasseh, 18,000 elected to come and make 
David king; from Issachar, men who understood both the times and Israel’s duties, 200 leaders 
with their families; from Zebulun, 50,000 well-equipped veteran warriors, unswervingly loyal; from 
Naphtali, 1,000 chiefs leading 37,000 men heavily armed; from Dan, 28,600 battle-ready men; 
from Asher, 40,000 veterans, battle-ready; and from East of Jordan, men from Reuben, Gad, and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh, heavily armed, 120,000. 
 
AND (Isaiah 59:19) 
 
(NIV)  19 From the west, people will fear the name of the Lord, 
    and from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. 
For he will come like a pent-up flood 
    that the breath of the Lord drives along.[a] 
      [a] 19 Or When enemies come in like a flood, / the Spirit of the Lord will put them to flight 
 
(KJV)  19 So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of 
the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against him. 
 
(MSG) 15-19 God looked and saw evil looming on the horizon— 
    so much evil and no sign of Justice. 
He couldn’t believe what he saw: 
    not a soul around to correct this awful situation. 
So he did it himself, took on the work of Salvation, 
    fueled by his own Righteousness. 
He dressed in Righteousness, put it on like a suit of armor, 
    with Salvation on his head like a helmet, 
Put on Judgment like an overcoat, 
    and threw a cloak of Passion across his shoulders. 
He’ll make everyone pay for what they’ve done: 
    fury for his foes, just deserts for his enemies. 
    Even the far-off islands will get paid off in full. 
In the west they’ll fear the name of God, 
    in the east they’ll fear the glory of God, 
For he’ll arrive like a river in flood stage, 
    whipped to a torrent by the wind of God. 
 
Day 29.  That they desire humility and meekness and be willing to serve and cooperate.  (John 
13:14)  
 
(NIV)  14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. 
 
(KJV)  14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet. 
 
(MSG)  12-17 Then he said, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You address me as 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Master,’ and rightly so. That is what I am. So if I, the Master and Teacher, washed 
your feet, you must now wash each other’s feet. I’ve laid down a pattern for you. What I’ve done, 
you do. I’m only pointing out the obvious. A servant is not ranked above his master; an employee 



doesn’t give orders to the employer. If you understand what I’m telling you, act like it—and live a 
blessed life. 
 
AND (Titus 3:1-2) 
 
(NIV)  Saved in Order to Do Good 
 
3 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do 
whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle 
toward everyone. 
 
(KJV)  3 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be 
ready to every good work, 
 
2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men. 
 
(MSG)  He Put Our Lives Together 
 
3 1-2 Remind the people to respect the government and be law-abiding, always ready to lend a 
helping hand. No insults, no fights. God’s people should be bighearted and courteous. 
 
Day 30.  That they be prepared to give an account to Almighty God. (Hebrews 9:27) 
 
(NIV)  27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 
 
(KJV)  27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
 
(MSG)  27-28 Everyone has to die once, then face the consequences. Christ’s death was also a 
one-time event, but it was a sacrifice that took care of sins forever. And so, when he next 
appears, the outcome for those eager to greet him is, precisely, salvation. 
 
P.S. Some questions from John:   
 

 Have you accepted the free gift of eternal salvation offered to you by the true God, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?   

 Have you prepared yourself to grow in your faith and understanding by reading the 
Christian Holy Bible from cover to cover?   

 Why are you waiting? 
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